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Viewing  cable  07MANAGUA125,  ALN  NEGLECTING  DISGRUNTLED 
LIBERALS 

If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to 
discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent, 
and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes 
information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject, 
references  to  other  cables  (browse  by  origin  to  find  them)  or  additional  comment.  This  is  followed 
by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article 
as  reference. 

Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference 
number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also  possible  by  copying  the  appropriate 
link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like 
Twitter  with  the  hash  tags  #cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #07MANAGUA125. 

Reference  ID  Created  Released  Classification  Origin 

07MANAGUA125  2007-01-18  17:18  2011-08-30  01:44  CONFIDENTIAL  Embassy  Managua 
Appears  in  these  articles: 

http://www.nacion.com/2011-05-30/Mundo/NotasSecundarias/Mundo2758456.aspx 

http://www.nacion.com/201  l-05-30/Mundo/NotasSecundarias/Mundo2758467.aspx 

http://www.nacion.com/2011-05-30/Mundo/NotasSecundarias/Mundo2758468.aspx 

http://www.nacion.com/2011-05-30/Mundo/NotasSecundarias/Mundo2758464.aspx 

http://www.confidencial.com.ni/articulo/4103/la-embusa-y-el-gabinete-de-ortega 

http://www.confidencial.com.ni/articulo/4104/d-rsquo-escoto-en-onu-ldquo-un-desafio-de-ortega-a-ee- 

uu-rdquo 

http://www.confidencial.com.ni/articulo/4102/estrada-y-la-ldquo-doble-cara-rdquo-ante-ee-uu 

http://www.confidencial.com.ni/articulo/3966/la-ldquo-injerencia-rdquo-de-ee-uu-en-el-2006 

http://www.nacion.com/201  l-05-23/Mundo/Relacionados/Mundo2758764.aspx 

http://www.nacion.com/2011-05-23/Mundo/NotaPrincipal/Mundo2758753.aspx 

http://www.confidencial.com.ni/articulo/4041/millones-de-dolares-sin-control-v-a-discrecion 

http://www.confidencial.com.ni/articulo/4040/la-ldquo-injerencia-rdquo-de-venezuela-en-2006 

http://www.confidencial.com.ni/articulo/4047/rodrigo-barreto-enviado-de-ldquo-vacaciones-rdquo 

http://www.nacion.com/201  l-05-16/Mundo/NotasSecundarias/Mundo2757239.aspx 

http://www.nacion.com/2011-05-16/Mundo/NotaPrincipal/Mundo2746658.aspx 

http://www.nacion.com/201 1-05-16/Mundo/Relacionados/Mundo2757244.aspx 

http://www.nacion.com/2011-05-16/Mundo/Relacionados/Mundo2746673.aspx 

http://www.confidencial.com.ni/articulo/3991/dra-vadira-centeno-desmiente-cable-diplomatico-eeuu 

http://www.confidencial.com.ni/articulo/3968/pellas-pronostico-a-eeuu-victoria-de-ortega-en-2006 

http://www.confidencial.com.ni/articulo/3967/barreto-era-ldquo-fuente-confiable-rdquo-para-eeuu 
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E.O.  12958:  DECL : 01/16/2017 
TAGS:  PGOV  PINR  KDEM  NU 

SUBJECT:  ALN  NEGLECTING  DISGRUNTLED  LIBERALS 

Classified  By:  Ambassador  Paul  Trivelli  for  reasons  1.4  (b  and  d) 

11.1 . (C)  Summary:  The  Nicaraguan  Liberal  Alliance  (ALN)  is 

missing  an  historic  opportunity  to  capture  disgruntled 
Liberal  voters  from  the  Liberal  Constitutional  Party  (PLC), 
claims  Liberal  Matagalpino  Eugenio  Rodriguez.  According  to 
Rodriguez,  Liberals  in  key  northern  areas  are  upset  with  the 
PLC  for  "lying"  during  the  recent  national  elections 
campaign,  but  the  ALN  structure  virtually  "disbanded"  after 
the  elections  and  no  one  is  picking  the  low-hanging  fruit. 

He  does  not  believe  that  the  PLC  will  reform  from  within  and 
oust  its  discredited  leadership,  although  some  National 
Assembly  deputies  and  local  leaders  may  be  "salvageable." 

End  Summary. 

11_2 . (C)  Poloff  met  with  Liberal  Matagalpa  city  councilor 
Eugenio  Rodriguez  on  January  16  to  discuss  the  future  of  the 
ALN  and  the  PLC  in  Nicaraguan  politics  after  the  elections. 

During  the  pre-election  campaign,  Rodriguez  created  an 
organization  (GANARAM)  within  the  PLC  to  support  Eduardo 
Montealegre,  the  presidential  candidate  for  the  ALN.  He 
indicated  that  he  no  longer  considers  himself  part  of  the 
PLC.  Although  he  has  not  formally  joined  the  ALN,  he 
clearly  supports  this  party  and  the  leadership  of  Montealegre. 

1I_3 . (C)  Rodriguez  agreed  that  the  PLC  misinformation  campaign 
regarding  Montealegre ' s candidacy  — especially  the  llth-hour 
distribution  of  false  letters  of  resignation  — caused  many 
Liberals  sympathetic  to  the  ALN  in  Matagalpa,  Jinotega,  Nueva 
Segovia,  and  other  northern  areas  to  waiver  and  vote  for  PLC 
candidate  Jose  Rizo  in  an  effort  to  defeat  Daniel  Ortega. 

Once  the  PLC 1 s deception  was  revealed  after  the  election, 
however,  these  voters  felt  betrayed  by  the  PLC.  Rodriguez 
commented  that  these  voters  are  ready  to  support  the  ALN,  but 
ALN  officials  are  nowhere  to  be  seen  in  the  northern  regions, 
having  redirected  their  focus  to  business  and  professional 
activities . 

1I_4 . (C)  Rodriguez  does  not  believe  that  the  PLC ' s "internal 
restructuring"  will  lead  to  substantive  changes.  Although  he 
appreciated  Rizo's  post-election  remarks  calling  for 
convicted  PLC  chief  and  ex-President  Arnoldo  Aleman  to  leave 
the  party,  he  agreed  that  Rizo  no  longer  exercises  much 
influence  in  the  PLC.  Rodriguez  mentioned  that  some  PLC 
deputies  may  be  pulled  away  from  Aleman,  specifically  naming 
fellow  Matagalpino  Freddy  Torres  and  ex-Foreign  Minister 
Francisco  Aguirre  Sacasa. 

1[5 . (C)  Rodriguez  equivocated  when  asked  how  the  ALN  should 
select  candidates  for  the  2008  municipal  elections.  He  said 
that  the  2006  national  primaries  to  select  deputy  candidates 
had  "left  a bad  taste"  in  his  mouth  since  many  of  the  winners 
had  their  positions  "adjusted"  to  make  room  for  alliance 


members.  Rodriguez  commented  that  "the  people  don't  believe 
in  polls,"  although  they  might  work  if  the  sample  size  was 
large  enough.  He  agreed  in  principle  that  the  ALN  should  use 
a transparent  method  of  selection,  but  then  noted  that  it  is 
better  to  have  a "loyal  dog"  who  will  stick  with  the  party. 
Rodriguez  mentioned  the  example  of  Horacio  Brenes,  the  PLC 
First  Councilor  in  Matagalpa  who  joined  the  FSLN  after 
receiving  a substantial  bribe.  Rodriguez  claimed  that  the 
FSLN  had  offered  him  personally  $50,000,  a scholarship  for 
his  daughter,  and  a job  for  life  in  exchange  for  abandoning 
the  Liberals  during  the  campaign,  but  he  refused. 

1.6.  (C)  Comment:  We  have  heard  from  several  contacts  that  many 
in  the  PLC  are  uncomfortable  with  the  ongoing  PLC-FSLN 
political  pact  and  Aleman's  continued  domination  of  the 
greatly  weakened  party.  ALN  deputy  Eliseo  Nunez,  Sr.  will 
provide  us  with  a list  of  PLC  deputies  who  may  be  willing  to 
vote  independently.  Barring  a full  implosion  of  the  PLC, 
however,  the  ALN  must  work  harder  to  win  over  Liberal  votes 
before  the  2008  municipal  elections. 
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